. In this survey, women were 36% more likely than men to have consumed any analgesics containing aspirin in the week preceding the survey (Table I) ; this female excess was particularly marked at ages 45-64 years. Among consumers, women were also more likely to have taken these drugs more often: 58% of women had taken these drugs at least twice a week, whereas the corresponding figure for men was 48%.
The increase in NSAID consumption may have contributed to the decrease in the risk of colorectal cancer in women in England and Wales in recent years. However, the consumption of these drugs has also increased markedly in men (although less than in women) but no decline in their cancer risks has yet been observed. The few analytical studies conducted so far with sex-specific data do not seem to indicate that the effect of these drugs on the risk of developing colorectal cancer may be greater in women than in men (Muscat et al., 1994; Rosenberger et al., 1991) . 
